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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To produce the titled copolymer excellent in inorganic filler dispersibility and calcium 
ion scavengeability. by copolymerizing maleic acid with (meth) acrylic acid in an aqueous 
solution of a pH of 3.5W5. 

CONSTITUTION: An aqueous solution. pH of 3.5W5, of a maleic acid monoalkali metal salt is 
prepared by adding about 1W1.55mol of an alkali metal hydroxide (e.g., NaOH or KOH) to an 
aqueous solution of maleic acid (anhydride). Then, to this aqueous solution, (meth)acrylic acid in 
an amount to provide a maleic acid/acrylic acid molar ratio of 0.2W1, a polymerization initiator . 
(e.g., hydrogen peroxide), and an aqueous solution of an alkali metal hydroxide are added 
dropwise as separate feeds, and the reaction mixture is polymerized at a temperature of about 
80W1 20° e and a pH of 3.5W5 to produce a copolymer of a MW of i;000W20,00D. 
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